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Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in accordance 
with MPEP § 601 and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants and the undersigned 
attorney bring the following information with respect to the above-identified 
application to the attention of the Examiner. 



Sir: 
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Document Number 
JP 2004-25076 

JP 11-216384 

JP 08-323232 
JP 07-256128 

JP 6-87305 

JP 5-23609 
JP 59-115446 
JP 59-115445 
JP 55-9253 
JP 54-156261 

JP 51-71557 



Foreign Patent Documents 

Publication Date Patentee / Applicant 

Hitachi Plant Eng. & 
01-29-2004 Constr. Col. Ltd.; Asano 

Tekkosho: KK 



08-10-1999 

12-10-1996 
10-09-1995 

12-22-1994 

02-02-1993 
08-04-1984 
08-04-1984 
01-21-1980 
12-10-1979 

06-21-1976 



Kawasaki Heavy Ind. 
Ltd. 

Kinki:KK 

Mach Kotani:KK 

Kabushiki Kaisha 
Masuno Seisakusho 

Kurimoto Ltd. 

Hitachi Zosen Corp. 

Hitachi Zosen Corp. 

Reiji Takagi 

Kobe Steel Ltd. 

Kabushiki Kaisha Horai 
Tekkosho 



The International Search Report dated May 11, 2005, from the International 
Bureau in corresponding International (PCT) Application Number PCT/JP2005/ 002464 
is provided including an explanation of the degree of relevance determined by 
International Bureau for the above-cited references, except for the cited '232 and '128 
Japanese patent documents. 

The above documents are listed on Form PTO/SB/ 08a which is being 
submitted electronically with this Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of each of 
the listed foreign patent documents is also filed herewith. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

In addition, English language abstracts are provided herewith for the cited '076, 
'261, '609, '384, '128, and '232 Japanese patent documents. Concise statements of the 
relevance are provided for the cited '253, '445, '446, '557, and '305 Japanese patent 
documents. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(b). 



Respectfully submitted, 
Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery 



Dated: Tanuary 24, 2008 

120 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1600 

Chicago, Illinois 60603-3406 



Stephen S. Favakeh 
Registration No. 36,798 



/Stephen S. Favakeh/ 



Telephone (312) 577-7000 
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